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North Hollywood West Neighborhood Council 
     Meeting of the General Board 

March 28, 2012 
   Saticoy Elementary School Auditorium  

   7850 Ethel Avenue, North Hollywood, CA. 91605 
MINUTES 

 

1. Call to Order, Pledge of Allegiance, and Roll Call. 
President Jim Kompare called the meeting to order at 6:55pm.  No American flag was present at the 
meeting location this evening so the Pledge of Allegiance was necessarily omitted.  
• Board members present during roll call were: David Hechter, Greg Howie, Jim Kompare, Willie Lewis, 

Lorraine Matza, Roxanne Rock, Vince Stamboni, and Dario Svidler. 
• Board members not in attendance at the meeting: Robin Ibrahim and Kent Stewart 
• Quorum is seated 

2. General Public Comment on items not listed on today’s Agenda  
• Stakeholder Amanda Hernandez who had spoken at an earlier meeting about the lack of water for the 

greenbelt that lies along the west side of the 170 freeway south of Strathern, extended her thanks to 
whoever the responsible party was who addressed the problem and advised that the greenbelt and its 
trees are now once again green.  She, this time wanted to bring several other items to the attention of 
the Neighborhood Council as follows: 

o The amount of graffiti on the 170 freeway wall between Strathern and Saticoy has 
increased once again by accumulation.   

o Residents are reporting that needles have been found lying on the ground at Bellaire and 
Saticoy. 

o With the recent rains, water accumulation has become a problem once again at Beeman 
and Whitsett.   

Board members indicated that there was no way to know if the needles were actually used in the area 
they were reportedly found or if they were tossed from a passing car window.  The standing water at 
Beeman is a well-known issue in that area as well as other areas of the NC area and has been 
reported to the City many times.  The City will only patch these areas and will not permanently fix 
them in any location, but with the summer approaching the problem may need to be reported to 
vector control for mosquito abatement.  Regarding the freeway graffiti, Board Member Lorraine Matza 
indicated that the local Girl Scouts had been addressing the issue in years past, but had to back off 
due to safety and/or government issues…they had considered planting vines there, as well.  Quincy 
Reid will need to be contacted to see if this area can be addressed because this is actually a 
State/CalTrans issue. 

• Greg Batrz, Local Government & Community Relations Rep. for the LADWP, introduced himself as 
having liaison responsibility for parts of the East San Fernando Valley and the northern LA Basin 
area.  He has worked 24 years with the city and more recently 6 years with the LADWP in a liaison 
capacity.  He can be contacted at any time to help resolve issues with customer billing, water use, 
etc.  Greg provided DWP information folders to all board members in attendance.  He reported that 
the disruptive DWP work that has been occurring on Vanowen for so long a time has finally been 
completed, but that there will be additional work done by the city to repave the area in order to 
smooth out the roadway, once again.  There are two other projects that the DWP will have in process 
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during the coming months.  One, which will not directly affect most stakeholders, is the creation of an 
Ammoniation Station between the Whitsett soccer field and the Freeway north of Vanowen.  This 
construction will begin shortly but is expected to have minimal impact on traffic in the area.  The 
second is Outreach on the part of the DWP regarding future rate increases that are being partly 
mandated by government agencies. 

3. Government officers’ reports. 
No government officers were present at this stage of the meeting to provide reports. 

4. NoHoWest NC President’s remarks. 
President Jim Kompare made the following announcements: 
• The next meeting of the Community Improvement & Beautification Committee is scheduled for this 

coming Tuesday. 
• The next meeting of the Outreach Committee is scheduled for Thursday. 
• Board Member Nancy Charnacky has resigned from the NoHoWest Board and her “Resident” Board 

seat will be declared vacant later during this meeting. 
• The Board continues its effort to schedule its first Town Hall Meeting with community public figures.  

The first meeting is in the process of being arranged with Councilman Paul Krekorian and the date 
being targeted is expected to be around June 14. 

5. MOTION:  Sponsor an outreach booth at the North Hollywood National Night Out 
event on Tuesday, August 7, 2012 at North Hollywood Park.  
Board Member and NH CPAB member Willie Lewis advised that the organizing committee for this year’s 
National Night Out event at North Hollywood Park has asked whether our NC would like to participate 
with an information booth at this year’s event.  They have requested that we consider making a 
contribution in support of the event, but a contribution is not a requirement for participation.  The booth 
coverage for that night would be expected to be approximately 5pm – 9pm.  The question was raised as 
to whether we would need to allocate any funds, other than the requested contribution, but it was agreed 
that the cost of participation would be negligible. 

MOTION: Lorraine M seconded the proposed motion which carried:  8 FOR – 0 AGAINST – 0 
ABSTAINING. 

11. [ITEM 11 moved ahead on the agenda and taken out of order] MOTION:   Hire 
Multibrain for the development and production of a social media system - Cost 
not to exceed $1,500.  
Scott Kramer from MultiBrain Network, Inc. was present at the meeting to represent his company which 
has provided an estimate for work that they would be doing for upgrading NoHoWest NC’s “social media”.  
The estimate which they provided to our NC is shown as Attachment C to these meeting minutes.  As 
Scott began speaking it seemed that he was not aware that the NC already had Facebook and Twitter 
accounts that currently auto-populate from postings that are made to our WordPress website.  In any 
case, it appeared that the company was capable of enhancing the Facebook and Twitter sites to make 
them more appealing to the younger crowd.  It was unclear specifically what they were proposing to do 
but the following was stated on the estimate provided:  “Development of Search and Social Media 
Profiles, including Google Places, Bing, Yahoo!, Facebook, Twitter, Linkedln and Google +. 
Customization of all profiles, custom creative for Facebook profile, welcome tab, Twitter background.” 

Some of the discussion of this item centered around the fact that enhancement of Facebook and Twitter 
pages that no one currently visited might be premature at this stage of the game and that what was 
actually needed was some sort of improved outreach methodology to get people to the pages.  It was 
unclear what MultiBrain was proposing to do with regard to Linkedln and Google +, and other social 
media that were mentioned in the estimate. 

MOTION:  The motion was seconded by Dario S as stated above and passed:  6 FOR – 2 AGAINST 
– 0 ABSTAINING.  

6. [Returning to ITEM 6 and the normal order of the agenda] MOTION:  That the 
NoHoWest NC expend a sum not to exceed $5,100 on a Community Improvement 
Project at the public recreation area known as the East Valley Baseball field, 8045 
Whitsett Ave., for the purchase of secure maintenance equipment storage and 
security lighting to prevent further vandalism and theft.  
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The referenced Community Improvement Project proposal is shown as ATTACHMENT D to these 
minutes.  Concern was stated by several board members regarding the fact that nearly all efforts of the 
Board have been focused in the north most area of the NC’s territory, including this one, with practically 
nothing being done for the area south of Sherman Way.  The suggestion was made to cut the outside 
security lighting portion from the request, partly to conserve a portion of this budget category for other 
areas of the NC territory.  It was argued that, for sure, the Council needs to support the entire territory 
over time, but with the fiscal year winding down, it was unlikely that there was enough time to research 
and prepare for another project that would use this portion of the budget.  It was also suggested that the 
display of the Council’s ID needed to be included in the project.   

AMMENDED MOTION:  Dario Svidler amended the motion to:   That the NoHoWest NC expend a 
sum not to exceed $3,600 on a Community Improvement Project at the public recreation area known 
as the East Valley Baseball field, 8045 Whitsett Ave., for the purchase of secure maintenance 
equipment storage to prevent further vandalism and theft, and to have the storage unit display 
NoHoWest NC identification information as a result of our sponsorship.  Greg H seconded this 
amended motion which did NOT pass:  3 FOR – 5 AGAINST – 0 ABSTAINING.  
AMMENDED MOTION 2:  Vincent Stamboni amended the motion to:  That the NoHoWest NC 
expend a sum not to exceed $5,100 on a Community Improvement Project at the public recreation 
area known as the East Valley Baseball field, 8045 Whitsett Ave., for the purchase of secure 
maintenance equipment storage and security lighting to prevent further vandalism and theft, and to 
have the storage unit display NoHoWest NC identification information as a result of our sponsorship.  
This amended motion was seconded by Roxanne R and this amended motion 2 passed:  7 FOR – 1 
AGAINST – 0 ABSTAINING. 

With the passage of this second amended motion, the original motion was superseded and rendered 
moot. 

7. MOTION:  That the NoHoWest NC approve the Neighborhood Purposes Grant 
submitted by Saticoy Elementary School in the sum of $1, 946 for the purchase of 
sound equipment for the school auditorium. 
The referenced Neighborhood Purposes Grant proposal is shown as ATTACHMENT E to these minutes.  
Because of her close association with Saticoy Elementary School, Board Member Lorraine Matza 
recused herself from the discussion and voting on this Neighborhood Purposes Grant item.  Comments 
were generally in favor of this effort which had been proposed to the board a number of months earlier.  
An additional benefit of the purchase of this equipment is that, since NoHoWest NC Board meetings are 
generally held at this location, access to such sound equipment at future board meetings would be 
considered a benefit to the entire NoHoWest community rather than just the school itself.  

MOTION: The motion was seconded by Dario S as stated above and passed:  6 FOR – 1 AGAINST – 
0 ABSTAINING – (1 RECUSAL). 

8. MOTION:   Authorize the NoHoWest Public Safety Committee to purchase 2000 
reflector arm/leg bands with NoHoWest contact information stickers for 
distribution at safety events (e.g., National Night Out, Safety Fairs), pre-Halloween 
events, etc., in an amount not to exceed $1300.  
It was stated that last year it was discussed that the Public Safety Committee wanted to have these 
reflective bands available for distribution at Halloween time, but that they could not be found available at 
that time.  Recently they were located at the 99 Cents Only Store at Sherman Way & Bellaire at a cost of 
99.999 Cents for 2 (plus tax).  It was felt that we should try to purchased these now and label them with 
NoHoWest identification ahead of time in readiness for the next Safety Event or Halloween, when they 
might no longer be available. 

MOTION: The motion was seconded by Dario S as stated above and passed:  8 FOR – 0 AGAINST – 
0 ABSTAINING. 

9. MOTION:  Authorize the NoHoWest Public Safety Committee to spend an amount 
not to exceed $200 for invitational mailings and light refreshments for the 
formation of an Area 1 (North of Strathern) Neighborhood Watch Group.  
Expenditures to cover include postage, stationary supplies (envelopes, letter 
paper, etc), and copying costs for a minimum of 115 mailings.  
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Everyone agreed that this was an activity that needed to get off the ground as soon as possible. 

ACTION:  The motion was seconded by Roxanne R as stated above and passed:  8 FOR – 0 
AGAINST – 0 ABSTAINING. 

10. NoHoWest NC Treasurer’s report. 
Treasurer David Hechter reported that the total expenditures for FY2012-to-date totaled $1164.57.  
Copies of the financial reports that David has drawn up are shown in Attachment A which is a YTD 
FY2012 Summary and Attachment B which is a YTD FY2012 detail of expenditures.  A motion to accept 
the February and March Bank statements will be postponed to the April 2012 Board meeting.  David also 
emphasized the we need to focus on moving forward to encumber funds for necessary items as soon as 
possible because access to the funds will be cut off before June 30:  May 16, 2012 is the last day to 
submit Request for Demand Warrant forms to be paid with current fiscal year funds (Must have complete 
paperwork.)  June 15, 2012 will be the last day to make board approved expenditures with purchasing 
card, which will be deactivated at 5:00pm. 

11.  [Previously addressed above]. 
12. Discussion:  Meeting schedule and meeting sites for the General, Executive 

Board and Committee meetings, etc. from July 2012 forward.  
The discussion of the future meeting schedule was tabled until the alternatives could be more fully 
investigated and the Board President called for a short break after which the meeting would resume with 
item 13 of the agenda.  

 
BREAK (5 minutes) 
 
 

13. MOTION:   Call for annual North Hollywood West Neighborhood Council Election 
of General Board Officers, (President, VicePresident, Secretary, Treasurer), to 
occur at the April 25 General Board Meeting.  
A motion was deemed unnecessary for this item and after a short discussion the motion was tabled and 
the following Action was assigned and accepted:   

ACTION: The Executive Committee accepted the action to determine when and how the Board 
Officers Election would take place and the decision would be evidenced on the Agenda of the 
applicable meeting. 

14. MOTION:   Approve current list of DONE required mandatory posting places of for 
NoHoWest NC and committee meeting agendas:  

• Saticoy Elementary School, 7850 Ethel Avenue, North Hollywood; 
• Valley Community Clinic, 6801 Coldwater Canyon, North Hollywood;  
• Valley Plaza Library, 12311 Vanowen Street, North Hollywood;  
• San Fernando Valley Rescue Mission, 13422 Saticoy Street, North Hollywood;  
• Fresh & Easy Neighborhood Market, 12811 Sherman Way, North Hollywood. 

Secretary Vince Stamboni advised the he had tried to update the list of mandatory NoHoWest Agenda 
posting places that were “registered” with DONE, but that DONE had indicated that any changes to the 
original list that was submitted, for whatever reason, would need to be approved by the NoHoWest NC 
Board.  Hence, this necessitates the above motion. 

MOTION:  The motion was seconded by David H as stated above and the motion passed:  8 FOR – 0 
AGAINST – 0 ABSTAINING 

15. Approve final draft minutes for NoHoWest NC General Board meeting of January 
25, 2012.  
This item was tabled because there were no copies of the referenced draft meeting minutes available at 
the meeting. 
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16. Declaration of vacant NoHoWest NC General Board member seats..  
As was mentioned earlier in the meeting, Nancy Charnacky had previously tendered her resignation for her 
Resident Board Member seat and President Jim Kompare declared the seat now vacant.  This brings the 
total number of vacant Board Member seats to 5: 2 Resident seats, 2 Community Based Organization 
seats, and 1 Youth seat.  Stakeholders in attendance at the meeting were advised that an application for 
any of the vacant Board Member seats is available at our NoHoWest.org website in the Special 
Announcements section. 

ACTION:  Secretary Vince Stamboni accepted the action to update the website to reflect the 5 Board 
Member seat vacancies that currently exist. 

17. NoHoWest Neighborhood Council Committee chairpersons reports. 
The following Committee report summaries were provided: 
• Land Use Committee – Chair David Hechter indicated that a hearing was held by City Planning on the 

7936 Bellaire Garage Variance request. At the hearing, the city denied the variance request on the 
basis that the five requirements and prerequisites for granting a variance as enumerated in Section 
562 of the City Charter and Section 12.27-B,1 of the Municipal Code had not been met.   David spoke 
with the owner of the property, Darren Azarian, after the hearing.  Mr. Azarian indicated that he was 
very disappointed in the ruling, but that he would continue to improve the property, although he would 
not be going though with the previously discussed enhancements (decorative block wall, etc.) since 
there was no longer any need to spend money in order to go in that direction.  He has, of course, 
quite a bit of latitude with the number of options that are allowed under the current zoning of the 
property, including the construction of multiple buildings of a lesser size.  David also reported on the 
result of the hearing that was held for the Ikyu Sushi restaurant liquor license.  The restaurant has 
been granted permission for a FULL liquor license under the restrictions agreed to with the 
NoHoWest Land Use Committee and the General Board, including the requirement that liquor service 
would only be provided with food service, which the City had originally indicated would probably not 
be approved.    

• Bylaws Committee – Chair Lorraine Matza indicated that the Bylaws Committee had met earlier in the 
month and had adopted a Mission Statement which has been approved and is posted on the NC 
website.  The committee would like to make the NC’s Bylaws work for us (the Board), and asked 
Board Members to identify and submit potential issues that would work toward that end.  The 
committee has embarked on a fact finding mission to determine the reasons for the deltas between 
the original NoHoWest Bylaws submitted and the resulting approved version. 

18. Board member comments on subject matter within the Board’s jurisdiction. 
a. Comments on Board members’ own activities/brief announcements. 

No comments/announcements were offered.   
b. Brief response to questions posed or statements made by persons exercising their 

general right to public comment. 
No responses to public comments were provided. 

c. Introduce new issues for consideration by the board at its next meeting. 
Greg Howie mentioned that he was concerned that while the Board approved a mandatory agenda 
posting site at Saticoy Elementary School, postings were not being considered at Madison Middle 
School south of Sherman Way.  It was stated by the Board President that although there were only 5 
mandatory posting sites required, postings were indeed being done at Madison Middle School as a 
courtesy.  The Valley Plaza Branch Library and the Valley Community Clinic were identified as the 
mandatory posting locations south of Sherman Way, so there was considered to be adequate 
distribution of posting sites south of Sherman Way.  Additionally, the designation of these 5 mandatory 
sites does not preclude postings at other locations by Board Members or stakeholders, but that written 
permission should be obtained before any such posting is done, so as not to impose on or take unfair 
advantage of the potential posting establishment. 

19. Adjournment. 
President Jim Kompare responded to a motion to close the meeting that was seconded, and the meeting 
was adjourned at 9:15pm. 
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ATTACHMENT A 
 
 
 

 
 



NoHoWest NC – Meeting of the General Board  
Minutes (cont.) 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Wednesday, March 28, 2012 Page 7 of 10 

ATTACHMENT B 
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ATTACHMENT C 
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ATTACHMENT D 
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ATTACHMENT E 
 

 

 


